discarding the traditional definition of white, and assuming that red and green, when mixed alone, tend to cancel each other's chroma without the intervention of any blue process whatever. This leaves but little chroma for the blue to cancel when mixed with yellow. Consequently, no intrinsic blue process need be assumed to accompany yellow, and the extension of the blue curve into the yellow region need not be postulated. It is realized that these results are too meager to form a basis for definite conclusions, but these samples, picked at random, do not indicate any striking differences in composition between the Chinese rices, grown on a soil presumably cropped for thousands of years, and the rices grown under the American method of cropping.
Moreover, Dr. Gericke's explanation does not take into account nitrogen and potassium, which, with phosphorus, are most frequently the limiting factors in crop production. Calcium, magnesium, sulphur and iron are found in crops in relatively small quantities and are seldom applied as fertilizers. Furthermore, the late Professor F. H. King, in his book, "Farmers of Forty Centuries" (quoted by Dr. Gericke), claims that "these people (Chinese and Japanese) are now and probably long have been applying quite as much of these three plant foods (nitrogen, potassium and phosphorus) as are removed by the crop" (p. 190). It is true, then, that rice in China and Japan is grown under continuous cropping but not without restitution of plant food.
